School, Family & Community Partnerships

Overlapping Spheres of Influence
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Family Involvement: A Key Component of Student & School Success 
The term “parent involvement” is used to describe participation by a child’s primary caretaker(s) – whether that is a single mom, two parents, grandparents, foster parents, or an older sibling. More broadly, many parent involvement programs also address the needs of the entire family and include younger siblings and others’ roles in creating school success.
Reflection: 
· What do you see as the benefits of School, Family & Community Partnerships (or Family Involvement) 
· What do you see as the costs of schools not partnering with Family & Community 


Why Focus on Family Involvement? 
· Required in IDEA 
· Builds positive relationships 
· Encourages new behaviors 
· Reinforces skills (maintenance) 
· Increases self-satisfaction and optimism among youth, parents, and teachers 
Schools that are committed to student success are creative in accommodating students and families 
· Replacing punitive processes with ones that seek to understand and improve a child’s situation 
· Creating schedules, policies, and programs that take into account students’ home-life challenges 
(Henderson and Berla, p.168-p.171, Failure is Not an Option, Blankstein, Corwin and Hope, 2004) 
No Child Left Behind 
· Require schools to develop ways to get parents more involved in their child’s education and in improving schools. 
· Requires that states and local school districts provide information to help parents make informed educational choices for their child. 
(http://www.ed.gov/nclb/)

(31) PARENT-The term parent' includes a legal guardian or other person standing in loco parentis (such as a grandparent or stepparent with whom the child lives, or a person who is legally responsible for the child's welfare). 
(32) PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT-The term parental involvement' means the participation of parents in regular, two-way, and meaningful communication involving student academic learning and other school activities, including ensuring … 
· that parents play an integral role in assisting their child's learning; 
· that parents are encouraged to be actively involved in their child's education at school; 
· that parents are full partners in their child's education and are included, as appropriate, in decision making and on advisory committees to assist in the education of their child;   
(www.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/esea02/pg107.html)
IDEA 2004 
“The Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act of 2004 will help children learn better by promoting accountability for results, enhancing parent involvement, using proven practices and materials, providing more flexibility, and reducing paperwork burdens for teachers, states and local school districts.” 
What are the Guidelines According to the Research? 
Standards identified by the National PTA build on six types of parent involvement identified by Dr. Joyce L. Epstein of the Center on School, Family, and Community Partnerships at Johns Hopkins University: 
· Parenting 
· Communicating 
· Volunteering 
· Student Learning 
· Shared Decision-Making 
· Collaborating with Community 
Benefits of Family Involvement 
· Higher test scores 
· Better grades 
· Better attendance 
· Higher levels of homework completion 
· More positive student motivation  
· Improved attitudes about school work 
Darsch, Miao, & Shippen. (2004) A Model for Involving Parents of Children with Learning and Behavior Problems in the Schools: Preventing School Failure 48(3), 24-35 

Family Involvement has a positive effect on student behavior 
· When families are involved, students exhibit more positive attitudes and behavior. 
· When students report feeling support from both home and school, they have more self-confidence, feel school is more important, and they tend to do better in school. 
· Student at-risk behaviors such as alcohol use, violence, and other anti-social behaviors decrease as parent involvement increases. 
(National PTA, 10/28/2005)
Demonstrated Benefits to Teachers/Schools: 
· Greater job satisfaction 
· Higher ratings of teaching skills from both parents and principals 
· Higher ratings of school effectiveness 
· Improved classroom behavior through increased knowledge of children’s family, cultural, and community contexts 
(Adapted from Christenson, 1996)
Research Findings 
· Low-income African American children whose families maintained high rates of parent participation in elementary school are more likely to complete high school. 
· Low-income African American children with mothers involved in their education showed more self-control in unruly and disorganized classrooms than children whose parents did not provide support. 
· Latino youth who are academically high achieving have parents who provide encouragement and emphasize the value of education as a way out of poverty. 
· Harvard Family Research Project,2006 
· In fact the most accurate predictor of a student’s achievement in school is not income or social status, but the extent to which the student’s family is able to: 
· Create a home environment that encourages learning 
· Become involved in their children’s education at school and in the community 
(Henderson and Berla, 1997)
“At all grade levels, the evidence suggests that school policies, teacher practices and family practices are more important than race, parent education, family size, marital status and even grade level in determining whether parents continue to be part of their children’s education.” 
(Joyce Epstein) 
“No matter what the demographics, students are more likely to earn higher grades and test scores, attend school regularly, have better social skills, graduate and go on to postsecondary education when schools and families partner” 
(Karen Mapp, Family Involvement Equals Student Success No Matter Background, August 10, 2006) 
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